University of Twente, The Netherlands:

Turkey scoops top prlze in robo comp

THE FIRST Region B Student
Robatics Contest took place
on 25-29 May, hosted by the
University of Twente Student
Branch.

The contest was founded
by the |EEE Region & Siu-
dant Actwities Commitbes as
a mathod of petting Student
Branches o improve Codp-
eration, communication and
knowledgelexperience shar-
img; to mativate branches (o
organise international evenis
in additian fo local activities;
and to increass the participa-
tron of student members to
techmical evenis in addition
to secial ones. The Student
Branch at the University of
Twaenie has run its own nabol-
kg contest ford long time and
50 was the obvious choice to
organise this event

The challenge
Teams hed to build robots
that could autonomousty de-
tect and axtmguish fires. Five
national teams participated:
Egypt, Serbia, ltaly, Turkey,
and the Matherands,

Creier the first Bwo days
of the contest, the feam
members worked hard 1o

The wanning feam and robot

make last-minute updates
to the robots. Unfortumatedy,
the Italan team had. severe
problams with their robot,
and could nol perlorm in
the contest, but they gave a
presentation about their ro-
bat design, which was very
Impressive.

The day beiore the offi-
cial contest, the participants.
visibed the robolics research
prajects that are currantly
active at' the University of
Twante, such as Dribble, mi-
cro3PAM and LOPES.

The day ol the conbest

started with a very interest-
ing lecture an Probabilistic
Rebotics by Prof. Wolfram
Burgard, This was followed
by two lectures: ong an rabo-
tice projects in the Controd
Engineering group of the Uni-
warsity of Twenle by Gijs van
Dwort, and the other on robot
soccer by the University of
Twente Robot Soccar Team

supervisor, Albert Schoute,
After lunch, the contest
began. At the end, the team
fraarm Turkiey won the comgpsti-
tion, followed closely by the
Duteh team, The team from
Italy won the prize for the
best rabat l;j(:‘hﬁql.. All wirung
teams receivad 4 SRCZ006
trophy and a programmable
rabol sponsored by RBZ ro-
boidesign. Everyone receivad
a certificate of participation.
The contest was followed
by a trip to Amsterdam and
a visit 10 Vanderlande Indis-
tries. Lots of photos of the
enting svent can be found at
wwiliees utwente.nigalen
albums. ph
The contest was spon-
sored by the |EEE RB SAC,
IEEE Robotics & Automa
tion Saciety, IEEE Financial
Advantage Program and fo-
cal spansars. Thank yau to
everyone myvalvad for making
this avent a success.
Stefan Henren
University of Twenfe
£ henzen@student. wwente.nl
Bagak Yiksal
IEEE RE SAC Robalics
Contest Coordinglor
basak@iece.og

Student Activities Committee, Jordan Section:

Jordan’s new SAC gets up and runnmg

THE IEEE Jordan Section
has formed a Student Activ-
ties Committes (SACL Rana
Ramadan, Hanan AlTeus and
Khaded Rayyan had the initia-
tive to establish this comemil-
tes in crder fo intesconnect
betwesn student branchesin
Jordan, and to discuss diffi-
cuities, future plans and pit-
falls which stand in the way
of establishing effective and
succassiul branches,

SAC held its first meeling
on 22 June at the Industrial
Outreszh Unit at the Univer-
sity of Jordan, hosted by the
IEEE University of Jordan
Student Branch. Sewveral
represantatives from student
branches were in attendance,
including those from the
University of Jordan, Joerdan
University - of Science and
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Technology, Balga® Amman
Univarsity, Amman Ahliyyeh
Uniwersity, and Yarmook Lini-
wersily. Studenl Branches
fram the Princess Sumaya
University of Technology
and the Hashemite Universasty
apologised for being unable
ta attend.

The meeting started with
a walcoming word from IEEE
Uniwersity of Jordan Student
Branch Chair, Mohammad
Kharbat, followed by an in-
troduction to the goals and
aims of IEEE Jordan Section
SAC by Rana Ramadan, WIE
Jerdan Section Chair and
SAGC Chair, followed by a
waord from Prod. Mahamerad
Kamel Abdelazeez, Jordan
Section Chair, in which he
spoke of the history of the
Jordan Sacticn and co-op-

eratron oppartunibes opan
for student branches, and
of funding abilities and new
perspectives to promale the
IEEE.

Afterwards, Khaled Rayy-
an introduced the meeting
agenda. Every branch sub-
mitted an annual activity
repart of the academic year
2005-2006 within a given
deadline and conducted a
pregentation of most impor-
tant highlights ol each and
BaTY EXpEriEnce,

The meating resurmed af-
ter the coffee braak whare-
upen future action plans
and the process by which

the student branches would
work and communicate wena
discussed.

The winning branch of
this evaluation process will
host & training woekshop for
the ofher branches on how
it maintains its level of par-
farmance,

Tata Nim
IEEE Jordlan Sechon

Blysk Technological
Institute, Russia:

SB takes part
in all-Russian
youth expos

BTI STUDENT Branch mem-
hers took part m all six 'Schen-
tific and technical creativity
af the youth (NTTM 2006)°
events held over 20-24 June
in Moscow. The saries was of-
ganisad by the Department of
Education, the gavernment of
Moscow, the state joint-stock
comparny All-Russian Exhibi-
tian Centre, and the Mascow
Chancellor Soviet,

This year, twa BTl pra-
jects were awarded with
medals for success in scien-
tific and technical creatwity
(Sergey Terentiev and Alex-
ander Movikav under the su-
pervision of Ewgeniy Sypin),
while anathar two were
awarded certificates (Maxim
Khmeley and Sergey Levin),
Also, Alexanser Mevikoy (pe-
Tuved abovel received @ First
Degree Russian Federation
President Grant, awarded
to support talented youth,
Konstantin Tunin, chadrman
ol the Studant Branch, pre-
sented an gut-of-compatiton
project, “The partscipation in
the international organsa-
tions as a one of a student
Innovateen actinvity form',

Evgeniy Sypin, head of
our deleganun. was awarded
a special diploma in recog
nition of his tireless work in
the science commities of the
axhibition.

The Student Branch was
al=a nominated for the best
projact in the field of IEEE.
The exhibition science com-
mittee handed the Student
Brand a special certilicate
‘For development of the stu-
dent and post-graduate siu-
dent science-research and
experimental-design wark',

inna Uskova, Secrefary
irus@yeas ong
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